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VISION:  The Board of Directors of the HHCA envision a community that offers an inspiring lifestyle and quality of
life and is a desirable place to live and enjoy the benefits of family, friends and community.
MISSION: Our mission is to enhance and preserve the quality of life and sense of community through effective and
efficient management of the association and to support initiatives that benefit the greater good of the community.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

         FROM THE PRESIDENT        
I don’t know what to say about the coronavirus! We just had our first rental and that went
well!  Now it looks like they are having a up tick in Florida so I don’t have any idea when we
will get back to normal! The exercise classes have started back up with small group! If anyone
is interested in joining call Karen Pike at 860-597-8586!  We will just keep pushing ahead
what we can do, but for now we won’t have any Civic meetings till we know it’s safe to do so!
I hope everyone has a good and safe summer!                                      Jim McBride,  President
****************************************************************************

                     FIT & STRONG = HEALTHY AND HAPPY!
Come and join our “Get Fit” exercise classes (Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri.) 9:00-10:00 am at
the Harbor Heights Civic Center!  Classes include a mix of

Strength/Toning/Cardio/Pilates/Yoga using a variety of fitness equipment. Safe distancing practiced
(6-8 feet apart).  All equipment is cleaned & sanitized before & after all classes. Sanitizer and wipes
are provided.  Please contact me directly for additional details and sign-up at Kdpike@att.net 
Instructor: Karen Pike-Certified Fitness Instructor-Fit & Strong=Healthy & Happy

********************************************************************************************
                    FIREWORKS SAFETY
-Never allow young children to handle fireworks
-Older children should use them only under close adult   
supervision
-Never use fireworks while impaired by drugs or    alcohol
-Anyone using fireworks or standing nearby should      
wear protective eyewear
-Never hold lighted fireworks in your hands
-Never light them indoors
-Only use them away from people, houses and      
flammable material
-Never point or throw fireworks at another person
-Only light one device at a time and maintain a safe        
distance after lighting                                                      
-Never ignite devices in a container                 
-Do not try to re-light or handle malfunctioning fireworks
-Soak both spent and unused fireworks in water for a few 
  hours before discarding
-Keep a bucket of water nearby to fully extinguish fireworks
  that don't go off or in case of fire
-Never use illegal fireworks

     TO RENEWING MEMBERS FOR 2020

Jean and Roy Hewitt of Santa Clara Drive
Linda LaRoche of Dover Drive
Hermann and Jeri (Fine) Schaller of Peace River Drive
Denise and Robert Edmonds of Santa Barbara
Chris Alonso and Loren Robi of Peace River Drive
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                  HISTORY OF PHOSPHATE SPILLS IN THIS AREA OF FLORIDA

In last months history I dealt with the history of
Phosphate Mining in the Peace River watershed.  This
month, I would like to deal with phosphate spills that have
impacted our quality of life here in Harbour Heights in the
past.  As the saying goes, those who do not learn from
history are doomed to repeat it.  

“The Peace River is one of the largest watersheds
in Florida, extending 98.4 miles from central Florida to the  
southwest coast, discharging into Charlotte Harbor
(usgs.gov).  It encompasses over 2,300 square  miles and
has 9 sub-basins.  The watershed is low and flat, consisting
of lakes and wetlands.  Even though water flowing in the
river comes from rainfall, the Peace River is called a
"blackwater river". This means that it "drains pine
flatwoods and cypress swamps and has dark, stained waters
from decomposing plant material" (sfwmd.com). It is the
main source of drinking water for residents of south west
Florida.”1

The majority of phosphate mining in Florida is
done in the Peace River watershed.  The Mosaic Company,
the world's largest producer of phosphates, has made plans
to expand their mining operations into DeSoto County,
covering 18,287 acres, larger than the city of Arcadia itself.
The company is proposing that this 28-square mile tract be
rezoned for phosphate mining.  This expansion of
phosphate mining will bring this potentially polluting

industry right into our back yard.  Past experiences with phosphate mining make this a scary proposition for those of us who live
here in Harbour Heights. 

I have found mention of a 1967 slime spill into the Peace River.  This spill took five days to reach Punta Gorda from it’s
point of entry according to the Daily Herald News article of December 6 , 1971.  “In 1967 a sludge spill at the Mobil Chemicalth

Co. Plant near Fort Mead killed an estimated 900,000 fish in the pollution that followed.  The game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission won a $200,000 settlement out of court (equivalent to $1,535,293 today ) for that break and the monies were used to
restock the river and study the effects of the damage.  An additional $25,000 (equivalent to $191,911 today) was given to the State
Division of Health to establish four pollution monitoring stations along the Peace River.  

Another slime spill in the Peace River occurred on Friday,
December 4th, 1971 about 4 ½ years later.  The effects of this later spill
are documented in a Florida Game and Fresh Water Commission
Report of February 1973.  Per that report one billion gallons of clay
(slime) was spilled into Whidden Creek and thus into the Peace River. 
Nearly 200,000 thousand pounds of fish were killed directly.  This
spill, according to the Daily Herald News on Monday, December 6th

was two billion gallons of slime spilled from the Cities Service
Phosphate division at the Fort Meade processing plant.  The paper
stated that “this slime mass is moving much faster than the pollution
following the 1967 break.  That time it took five days for the slime to
reach Punta Gorda from it’s point of entry, but this one, which started
Friday , around noontime will probably be in Charlotte Harbor today
(Monday).  In fact it might all ready be there.”  (This spill was said to 1

have killed 90% of the fish in the 108 mile long Peace River.)  The
paper additionally reported on the 7  of December that “Dr. Landonth

Ross, local biologist for the State Department of Pollution Control, said
‘It will not surprise me if it (the phosphate waste) kills every fish in
Peace River.’  He said salt water fish and breeding grounds could also
be affected when the slime reaches the outer harbor.  

Hendrickson (owner of Gulf Coast Seafood) visited

A photograph of the Peace River Phosphate Industry in Charlotte,
showing an “elevator, drying works, and shipping bin of an early
mining facility located along the Peace River. The Peace River
Phosphate Co. first mined phosphate in the early 1890s.” (Photo
courtesy of the Special Collections Department, University of South
Florida http://fcit.usf.edu/florida/photos/industry/phospate/0869.htm)
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Brownville, north of Arcadia, yesterday and said the river was ‘solid with slime’ which reaches seven and eight feet up the banks. 
A massive fish kill was evident he said.  “When it rains more of the slime will wash down river’ he said.  ‘Our problems are not
over yet.  ‘Millions of acres were flooded by it and waterfront property values have been ruined–at least temporarily.  ‘Why should
everyone be penalized for these phosphate companies?’ he asked.  ‘They are heartless companies and they just don’t give a damn
who they step on.’

Kate Turback of Peace River Fishing Camp said she was ‘just sick’ with the river condition and recalled the prolonged
effects of the 1967 pollution.  Many area fishermen fell the river had just begun to return to normal after a Mobil Chemical Co.
Dike broke that year.  

The slime, according to authorities will not only kill the fish directly by coating their gills and causing suffocation, but
will also kill food sources.  The fish kill will also affect birds and animals which depend on the river for food. 1

“The siltation especially in saline waters, resulted in reduced food for remaining fish and in reduced reproduction in
remaining fish.  In addition, the flood plain of Whidden Creek was covered to a depth of about ten feet, leaving slime deposits to a
depth of about six feet upon drainage.  These deposits have inhibited the natural purification processes along the river.  Water
storage capacity for the area has been reduced.  

Total monetary value of fish killed and restocking was about $900,000 (in today’s dollars that would be about 5,810,970
billion dollars).  Other damage mentioned was not given a monetary value.  The State of Florida is suing Cities Service for over
ten million dollars.  

This spill followed a series of documented intentional slime releases into Whidden Creek.  Since January 1960, at least
five major fish kills have been investigated on the Peace River. Each spill was traced to “careless or negligent phosphate mining
operations”.”  2

In 1994 an accident involving Moasics predecessor, IMC-Agrico sent 500 million gallons of slimy, gray water rolling
toward the Alafia River, flooding homes, killing livestock, mucking up ponds and contaminating private wells.  3 

“In 1997, amid heavy rains, a dam broke atop one of two gypsum stacks at the Mulberry Phosphates plant on State
Road 60, unleashing a 56 million gallon spill of the acidic wastewater into the Alafia River.  The pollution killed everything in
its path for 42 miles, eventually rolling into Hillsborough Bay.  The death toll included more than 1 million baitfish and
shellfish and 72,900 gamefish near the rivers’s mouth, 377 acres of damaged trees and other vegetation along the riverbank, and
an unknown number of alligators.  When state officials hit the company with a multimillion-dollar fine for the damage done, it
declared bankruptcy and shut down. (Its insurance company wound up footing the bill.)   4 

1.https://www.researchgate.net/publication/332863594_Water_Scarcity_as_a_Result_of_Phosphorus_Mining_Along_the_Peac
e_River_Florida 
2.  The Daily Herald News, Monday 12/6/1971 and Wednesday 12/8/1971
3.https://books.google.com/books?id=caiW2A7dK7EC&pg=PA5-IA9&lpg=PA5-IA9&dq=what+is+the+date+of+the+phosphat
e+spill+in+the+Peace+River+in+the+late+1960%27s&source=bl&ots=9XA3allk-m&sig=ACfU3U1KXGiuXrx0vwMBj-R2gS
MAAqvuHA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=3.ahUKEwj_yZay9KzqAhVjmuAKHdzNDtMQ6AEwAHoECAoQAQ#v=onepage&q=what
%20is%20the%20date%20of%20the%20phosphate%20spill%20in%20the%20Peace%20River%20in%20the%20late%201960'
s&f=false
4.  Https://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/Mosaic-spent-20-years-planning-new-phosphate-mine-DeSoto-County-has
rejected-it_170349203?


